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ECHINACEA CONSIDERED VALUELESS

Report of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry
The Council has voted to reject several non-proprietary

articles and has recommended that the reasons for their rejec¬
tion be given in The Journal; among these is echinacea. The
following paper has been submitted by a subcommittee with
the recommendation that it be published. This recommenda¬
tion was adopted.

W. A. Puokner, Secretary.
ECHINACEA

When this drug was first introduced, it was a typical nos¬
trum, with exaggerations regarding its therapeutic value that
were somewhat more gross than usual. It was later adopted
by the eclectic school without being freed from the stigmata
of its origin. It was also pressed into use as the main
ingredient of such proprietary preparations as echafolta, ecthol,
eusoma, etc. Efforts have been made to get the regular profes¬
sion to use it in these various forms.

According to J. U. Lloyd (Pharm. Review, vol. xxii, p. 9-14),
the introduction of echinacea into eclectic medicine is due to
the efforts of Dr. H. F. C. Meyer to increase the sale of Meyer's
Blood Purifier, a secret remedy containing it. The following
is a literal copy of the label on this nostrum :

MEYER'S BLOOD PURIFIER
DIRECTIONS

Take one ounce three times every day in the following
cases : Rheumatism, Sick Headache, Erysipelas, Dyspepsia,
Old Sores and Biles, Open Wounds, Dizziness, Scrofula and
Sore Eyes.

In case of Poisoning by Herbs,  C, take the double
dosis, and Bites of Rattlesnakes take three ounces three
times a day, until the swelling is gone. This is an absolute
cure within 24 hours.

After Lloyd had identified the plant, Meyer put the prepara¬
tion out under another form with the following label :

ECHINACEA ANGUSTEFOLIA
This is a powerful drug as an Alterative and Antiseptic

in all tumorotis and Syphilitic indications ; old chronic
wounds, such as fever sores, old ulcers. Carbuncles, Piles,
eczema, wet or dry, can be cured quick and active : also
Erysipelas. It will not fail in Gangrene. In fever it is a
specific ; typhoid can be adverted in two to three days ;
also in Malaria, Malignant, Remittent and Mountain fever
it is a specific. It relieves pain, swelling and inflam¬
mation, by local use, internal and external. It has not
and will not fail to cure Diphtheria quick. It cures bites
from the bee to the rattlesnake, it is a specific. Has
been tested in more than fifty cases of mad dog bites in
human and in every case it prevented hydrophobia. It
has cured hydrophobia. It is perfectly harmless, internal
and external.

Dose.—One half to one fluid-drachm 3 or 4 times a day.Manufactured by H. C F. Meyer, M.D.
Price, $ Pawnee City, Neb., TJ. S. A.

Patent
These absurd claims of an evidently ignorant man have

passed into the more recent proprietary advertising matters
and into much of the eclectic writings. Indeed, the seemingly
impossible has been attained by even surpassing Meyer's all-
but-all-embracing claims. Not content with endorsing echinacea
as a positive and speedy "specific" for rattlesnake bite, syph¬
ilis, typhoid fever, malaria, diphtheria and hydrophobia, later
enthusiasts have credited it with equally certain curative
effects in tuberculosis, tetanus and exophthalmic goiter, and
with the power of retarding the development of cancer.

It is worth noticing—although it is not surprising—
that these far-reaching claims have been made on no better
basis than that of clinical trials by unknown men who have
not otherwise achieved any general reputation as acute, dis¬
criminating and reliable observers. No attempt seems to
have been made to verify these claims by accurate scientific
methods, clinical or otherwise, although this could very easily
have been done.

Not one of the eulogistic reporters and exploiters seems to
have considered it worth while to determine by the simplest
control experiments whether the drug possesses any bacteri¬
cidal or antiseptic powers whatever. It is therefore not very
strange that discriminating physicians have failed to show
much enthusiasm. One of the warmest endorsers of echinacea,
C. S. Chamberlain (who later became the president of the

Eusoma Pharmaceutical Company), complains that he has
been unable to interest regular physicians in the remedy. He
reviews the statements of previous authors and reports eight
cases of infection, only two being acute or extensive, in which
he used it with asserted success.

In view of the lack of any scientific scrutiny of the claims
made for it, echinacea is deemed unworthy of further consider¬
ation until more reliable evidence is presented in its favor.
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FALSE UNICORN (HEL0NIAS)
Report of the Council on Pharmacy and Chemistry

The Council voted to refuse to recognize false unicorn as
a non-proprietary article and the following statements, sub¬
mitted by a subcommittee, were ordered published.

W. A. Puckner, Secretary.
FALSE UNICORN—HELONIAS

Helonias dioica, or more properly Chamœlirium luteum, is a

plant, preparations of which enter into various proprietary
mixtures for diseases of the female pelvic organs. In the
advertisements of these preparations it is usually credited
with hemostatic powers and is asserted to be a uterine tonic.

There is practically no reference to this drug in reliable
medical literature, and as there is no evidence worthy of
credence to support the claims made for it, the drug was not
considered deserving of a place in the Pharmacopeia. Hence,
it may be regarded as a drug not worthy of attention of physi¬
cians.

Microscopic Moving Pictures
To the Editor: In the daily papers there have recently

appeared items to the effect that Jean Commandon, a French
scientist, has demonstrated in Paris in the presence of the
members of the Academy of Science, his most wonderful
invention, the microcinematograph, a machine which enables
him to take moving pictures of microscopic objects and project
them in motion on the screen. The New York World of Octo-
ber 31 says:

"No longer is it possible for a bacillus, however microscopic, to
live and move secretly. At last the intimate existence of an active
microbe has been betrayed by the cinematograph . .

.

With this
new instrument living organisms one thousandth of a millimeter in
diameter are photographed and magnified, and can be studied

.

. .

Professor Daster, an eminent bacteriologist, says it is impossible
to estimate the importance of this advance in science, which opens
a new world to the human eye, and reveals facts about minutest
organism hitherto unsuspected."

I desire to call attention to the fact that this invention is
nothing new; that the idea of such a machine was conceived
by me some fourteen or fifteen years ago, and that I demon¬
strated it, after the construction has been completed, as far
back as 1897, in my private office in the presence of Dr. Wm.
H. Katzenbach, Dr. E. Bradley, Dr. Goodwille, Mr. David St.
Clair, and others of prominence.

After this demonstration took place, the "micromotoscope,"
as I named the machine, was described in the Scientific Amer¬
ican, July 31, 1897, from which the following is quoted:

"The principles of the kinetoscope or mutoscope have been applied
to the microscope with some interesting results by Dr. Robert L.
Watkins of this city. The instrument, though simple, was made
a success only after many experiments and failures in adjusting the
objective of the microscope in a line with the right sort of light and
a rapidly moving film

. . .

This machinery is turned by a
crank and its ordinary capacity is about 1,600 pictures per
minute . .

.

The advantages of the microscopic photography to
microscopy are evident, especially as regards the action of bacteria
and blood celis

.

. . Numerous photographs of bacteria were
taken, but the motion happened to be an up-and-down one and
showed no change of position in the field."
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